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F 
rom the Acting Chair 

Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb    Issue 125 April 2023 

At the AGM in January after the retirement of John 

Healey who had been Chair for three years I agreed 

to be the Acting Chair until the Committee had time to 

consider how to proceed, the meeting having accepted this 

proposal. There had not been time to seek nominations. 

 We offer our thanks to John for his all hard work. 

Since the AGM the Committee has met twice and has 

welcomed new Committee member Sue Anderson. 

At each of its meetings the Committee reviews the progress of 

the planning applications that have been made to Birmingham 

City Council for work on estate houses. Where appropriate it 

submits its comments to the Planning Department – just as 

anyone else can do. The character of the Moor Pool Estate is 

one of the reasons we all like living here and its conservation 

status recognises its unique features to be 

protected.  

Recently, on behalf of the residents the 

Association, we made contact with the gas pipe 

laying company Cadent who are working on the 

estate. The work has necessitated digging into the 

grass verges and lifting the granite kerbstones and 

the concern is that any damage will not be repaired 

or the verges reinstated.  The grass verges and 

granite kerbstones are integral to the character of 

the Estate. Cadent, who replied promptly, have 

assured the Association that all will be made good. 

The Association will take delivery soon of the 

custom made public bench bought to mark the late 

Queen’s Jubilee. This will be placed at the junction 

of Margaret Grove and Moor Pool Avenue. The 

unveiling will be during the Coronation event on 

May 7th at 12.30 pm– all welcome. 

Speaking of the Coronation a celebratory event is 

to be held jointly with Nettlefold Garden on May 

7th. For details see the event advert in this edition. 

Our monthly coffee mornings are held in the main 

hall between 10.30 and 12.00 on the last Saturday 

of each month with the exception of August and 

December. We are now providing some toys for 

younger visitors. There is no charge but donations 

are welcome and these can now be made 

contactless if change is not available. Come and 

have a chat whilst enjoying a hot drink and some 

cake. 

Margaret Harrold 

info@moorpool.com  
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Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

27th May 2023 June 2023 

29th July 2023 August 2023 

30th September 2023 October 2023 

25th November 2023 December 2023 

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to 
duck@moorpool.com before the closing date. 

Don’t Get in a Flap! 

If your Duck does not arrive, gets 

eaten by the dog, you want an extra 

copy or live off the estate, then the 

current issue can be downloaded 

from www.duck.moorpool.com. 

Past issues are also available from 

www.moorpool.com.  

MOORPOOL NEWS & WINE 

 

Please support your local shop 

Are you a member of the 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust? 

It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute 

to the running of the estate. If you have lived on the 

estate for over three years you can download further 

details and a joining form from:  

www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/community/membership/  

Forthcoming Events 

Coffee Mornings 
(except August & December) 

Last Saturday of the month, 
10:30-12:00 

Circle Cinema Sunday, April 23rd 

Heritage Talk Tuesday, April 25th 

Coronation Celebration Sunday, May 7th 

Circle Cinema Sunday, June 25th 

Heritage Talk Tuesday, June 27th 

Heritage Talk Tuesday, July 25th 

Heritage Festival Sunday, September 10th 

Heritage Talk Tuesday, September 26th 

Heritage Talk Tuesday, October 24th 

Seniors’ Dinner Sunday, December 17th 

Residents’ Association AGM Saturday, January 27th 2024 

Moor Pool Residents’ 

Association Subscriptions 

If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at 

coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage 

you to switch to payment by standing order? The modest 

sum of £5 per household, due January 1st each year and 

helps to pay for the printing of The Duck and to fund the 

Easter, Christmas and other activities. 

From January 1st 2024 the annual subscription will 

increase to £8. If you pay by standing order please can 

you change it to reflect this increase once you have paid 

for this year. 

If you have not done so already, please consider joining. 

There’s a form on the back page with details. 

Sunday 23rd April 

Directed by Martin McDonagh 

with Colin Farrell, Brendan Gleeson and Kerry Condon  

7:15pm (doors open 6:15 pm) 

The Banshees of In
isherin (15) 

Presents... 

Selection of refreshments, including hot food available, 
so why not join us for a bite to eat and a chat before 
the film. B.Y.O.D.  

Tickets £5 (£2 under 16). Member tickets £1. Available 
on the door or reserve on-line through 
tickets@circlecinema.co.uk. 

See page 4 for more details and our web site for trailers 
and membership details.  

info@circlecinema.co.uk  

www.circlecinema.co.uk  

The three most powerful passports in the world are all 
Asian, according to the 2023 Henley Passport Index. It 
ranks all of the world’s passports according to the number 
of destinations their holders can access without obtaining 
a visa in advance. Japan has the world’s most powerful 
passport for the 5th year in a row. Holders can visit 193 
out of 227 global destinations visa-free. South Korea and 
Singapore are tied in 2nd place on the index, with a visa-
free/visa-on-arrival score of 192. Germany and Spain are 
joint 3rd, with visa-free access to 190 destinations. The UK 
and the US remain in 6th and 7th places, with scores of 
187 and 186.  

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.duck.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/community/membership/
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Forgotten English 

Twain Nights Guest 
One who has lain at a house two nights who, if he did any 
mischief, himself, not his host, was answerable for it; 
whereas, if he staid longer, his host was answerable. 

Nathaniel Bailey’s Etymological English Dictionary, 1749 

Funking-room 
The room at the Royal College of Surgeons where the 
students collect on the last evening of their final during the 
addition of their marks, and whence each is summoned by 
an official announcing failure or success. 

Farmer & Henley’s Slang and Its Analogs, 1904 

Ride for the brose 
An old custom at a country wedding was that wedding folk 
mounted on hoarse back attended the bridegroom to the 
bridegroom’s house, and the one who arrived first won a 
cog of brose, or a good fat broth. The race was always a 
merry one, and the boast on the winner was how far on the 
brose he was before the rest arrived. On one occasion the 
brose was won by a farmer who had great capacity of kyte 
[stomach] and speed of spoon, and he had so well exercised 
his powers in the interval that the company arrived in time 
to see him handing the empty cog to his collie to lick the 
laggin’. 

John Jamieson’s Etymological Dictionary of Scottish Language, 1879 

Leaping ague 
This disease is said by the Scottish writers to be 
characterized by increased efficiency but depraved 
direction of will, producing an irresistible propensity to 
dance , tumble and move about in a fantastic manner, and 
often with far more than the natural vigor, activity and 
precision. 

Dr Robley Dunglison’s Dictionary of Medical Science, 1844 

Sockdologer 
A very hard blow; a ‘finisher’.A fanciful elaboration of sock 
influenced by doxology [motivational hymns sung by a 
congregation]. 

Eric Partridge’s Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English, 1956 

A perversion of doxology, taken in the sense of a finishing 
act, an allusion of the customary singing of the doxology at 
the end of a church service. 

William Whitney’s Century Dictionary, 1889 

Eye-bite 
To bewitch by a certain evil influence of the eye. 

Nathaniel Bailey’s Etymological English Dictionary, 1749 

Zowerswopped 

This word implies a nature so thoroughly crabbed that the 
very sap is soured. Also spelt zower-zapped and zower-
zop’d. 

Frederick Elworthy’s Specimens of English Dialects. 1778 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Circle Cinema 

We held our member ballot at the 

end of February and 74% of the 

members voted. The results were: 

On April 23rd we will be 

showing The Banshees of 

Inisherin (15). Directed by 

Martin McDonagh, starring Colin 

Farrell, Brendan Gleeson and Kerry Condon and 

nominated for 9 Oscars. Two lifelong friends find 

themselves at an impasse when one abruptly ends their 

relationship, with alarming consequences for both of 

them. Doors open at 6:15pm for a 7:15pm screening. 

On June 25th the film will be Respect (12). Directed by 

Liesl Tommy and starring Jennifer Hudson, Forest 

Whitaker and Marlon Wayans. Following the rise of 

Aretha Franklin's career from a child singing in her 

father's church's choir to her international superstardom, 

the remarkable true story of the music icon's journey to 

find her voice. Doors open at 6:15pm for a 7:15pm 

screening. 

As always, we will keep everyone updated through our 

web site, social media, mailing lists and, of course, this 

publication. If you are not already on our mailing list and 

would like to be, please contact us through the link below.  

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

Club & Society News 

Moor Pool Wildlife Group 

If you’ve been watching David 

Attenborough’s new series, ‘Wild Isles’, I 

expect that, like me, you’ve been equally 

wowed by the wildlife and alarmed by 

the statistics of its loss and destruction in 

recent years. The wild world clearly 

needs help if it’s to co-exist with our human world. I’ve 

also been alarmed at some of the comments I’ve seen 

along the lines of yes, it’s terrible, but it’s down to the big 

polluters. There’s always a ‘but’ and it usually precedes 

an excuse for not doing anything oneself. 

And yet, we are surrounded by ideas for things that we 

can do. Take gardening as an example. Gardening for 

wildlife has become mainstream. Garden centre plants are 

labelled as pollinator friendly. Peat-free compost is 

available (if you look for it). Bug hotels are springing up 

everywhere, even outside New Street station. And the 

word ‘re-wilding’ has entered everyday language. 

The Royal Horticultural Society has a new book out – the 

RHS Companion to Wildlife Gardening by Chris Baines. 

He’s been gardening for wildlife since the late 1970s and 

designed the first wildlife garden at RHS Chelsea in 1985. 

He argues that, while we can do good things for wildlife 

in our own gardens, we should also look at how our 

garden links in with the surrounding landscape. Does it 

form part of a wildlife corridor? I would suggest that here 

on Moor Pool our gardens are very much linked in – just 

look at how close we are to the West Midlands Bird Club 

reserve off Pereira Road and to the Harborne Walkway. 

There’s Nettlefold Garden. And little pockets around the 

estate that have been left naturally wild – we don’t have to 

re-wild them, just stop ourselves un-wilding them in the 

first place. 

Why wild? We can plant pollinator friendly plants in our 

gardens to attract the bees and butterflies but unless those 

beneficial insects have places to hibernate, to lay their 

eggs and go through their chubby, grubby, leaf-chewing 

stages there simply won’t be any to visit our gardens. Our 

gardens are part of something bigger and we can all play 

our part in helping wildlife co-exist with us. Let’s do it! 

Cathy Perry 

Wildlife Group 

The Circle Tennis Club  

The best little tennis club in Harborne. 

New membership starts in April, so if 

you’re interested, please visit our 

website, www.circletennisclub.net. 

The exciting news is our new Slinger 

(SLINGSHOT T-ONE LAUNCHER), test your  reaction 

time 16-73 kmh, test your stamina, balls every 2-7 

seconds, test your acumen against this machine with the 

ultimate top-spin. 

We have introduced a booking system so that everyone 

gets an equal chance of playing and have had to limit play 

for each player to an hour a day.  This has allowed all 

players to get out and enjoy the chance of either learning a 

new sport or getting back into a familiar one. 

Plus, loads of mix-ins, friendly competitions and serious 

league based competitions. What’s not to like. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please contact 

us at circletennisclub@gmail.com. 

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us. 

Caffeine levels in high street coffee varies wildly, 
according to testing. After measuring the caffeine in 
cappuccino, espresso and filter coffee at Caffè Nero, 
Costa, Greggs, Pret a Manger and Starbucks, the 
consumer group Which? found Pret’s single espresso had 
six times as much caffeine as Starbucks’s. Costa had the 
strongest medium cappuccino with 325mg of caffeine and 
a Starbucks cappuccino contained the least at 66mg - less 
than the 75mg in a single tea bag.  

http://www.moorpool.com
mailto:info@circlecinema.co.uk
http://www.circlecinema.co.uk
http://www.circletennisclub.net
mailto:circletennisclub@gmail.com
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Club & Society News 

Moorpool Skittles Club 

While we are hopeful that 

Spring is on its way, Winter 

still seems to be hanging 

around but thankfully the 

alley is warm - both in 

temperature and welcome. 

We are still only playing on 

Monday’s from 7.30p.m. The 

new refreshment system is 

working well and it’s lovely 

to see some new faces. Due to the limited ventilation in 

the alley, we remain cautious regarding Covid-19 but the 

companionship and laughter is as good as ever. We are 

always pleased to see visitors so please do come and pay 

us a visit. There will be a short break around Easter and as 

ever there are times when we have to cancel a session at 

short notice so it is a good idea to check before arriving. 

Entrance to the alley is via the Lower Hall, with a number 

of steps to negotiate - please take care. 

For more information contact tsuzanne444@gmail.com or 

07757967264. Updates on Twitter@MoorpoolSC.  

Moor Pool Reading Group 

The Group met on 9th March 2023 and 

discussed ‘Three Hours’ by ‘Rosamund 

Lupton’.   

‘In rural Somerset, in the middle of a 

blizzard, the unthinkable happens:  A 

school is under siege.  Pupils and 

teachers barricade themselves into 

classrooms, the library, the theatre.  The headmaster lies 

wounded in the library, unable to help his trapped students 

and staff.  Outside, a police psychiatrist must identify the 

gunmen, whilst parents gather desperate for news.’ 

The action all takes place over a three hour period, which 

gives the feeling of being in real time.  The book was 

mainly received in a positive light, although an unhappy 

subject matter, the group felt it was a well written 

thriller.  There was some debate that certain protocols that 

would happen in reality were overlooked in the book, but 

this did not distract completely from a good story. 

The next meeting will take place on Thursday 11th May 

2023, at 7.30pm in the Lower Hall.  The book we shall be 

discussing is ‘Hamlet’ by ‘Maggie O’Farrell’. 

If you enjoy reading and discussing books over a glass 

of wine, then please get in touch with Gillian Morgan  - 

gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk for further 

information.  

Sudoku Solutions 

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club 

Harborne Tenants 

Snooker Club, one 

of Harborne’s best 

kept secrets. 

Great News, the’ 6*REDS SNOOKER HANDICAP 

SERIES 2022/2023’ has started in September, with some 

great games already. Regular friendly Mix-Ins are now up 

and running, just turn up and play. Or want to play 

Billiards, we have a mix-in for that too. Joining couldn’t 

be easier. 

Membership runs from 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024, 

so please contact us if you are interested in joining.  

Please contact either Glyn Davies on 0121 426 3034 or 

Bob Boucher on 0121 427 4200. 

Drinking and Budgeting. William Gladstone drank sherry 
and beaten egg while delivering his budget. The last 
chancellor to take advantage of the right to drink alcohol 
on budget day was Ken Clarke, who favoured whiskey.  

http://www.moorpool.com
mailto:gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk


The Moor Pool Duck   6 www.moorpool.com duck@moorpool.com 

Nettlefold Notes 

With the coming of official Summer Time (March 26th ) 

the garden is now open every day. So everyone will be 

able enjoy the coming of spring. Most of the snowdrops 

are now over but wild daffodils are in the meadow area 

and primroses, oxlips, cowslips, are showing their heads. 

followed by bluebells - all are coming in the woodland 

area. 'Sweet violets that come before the cuckoo dares' 

have been popping up their single blue flowers for the last 

five or six weeks (seen if one looks carefully!)  

Our team have been preparing the garden for full opening, 

- pruning, tidying up etc. Don't be alarmed by the hard 

pruning of the buddleias- they'll pop back like the willow! 

We are also controlling some of the ivy on the trees, 

which is extremely good for birds but becomes 

burdensome to their hosts (and in the end dangerous) if 

not kept in check!. The first blossom has also arrived (mid 

March) – the rest is coming!  

Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter for 

more updates: @NettlefoldGdn  www.moorpoolhall.com 

History Corner 

Moor Pool’s 1911 Coronation Celebrations 

We’ll soon be experiencing the Coronation of King 

Charles III. Moor Pool has seen 3 coronations over its life 

so far. Back in 1911, for the Coronation of King George 

V and his wife Mary, on Thursday 22nd June, Moor Pool 

held a Coronation Festival on Saturday 24th June. Old 

English Dances were performed by the children, a living 

whist tableau, The King, then an old country fair. All 

rounded off in the evening by The Grecian Choir. Tickets 

were 3d (7.2p) but an extra 3d if you wanted a seat. 

Pictured below are the children waiting patiently behind 

the Moor Pool Hall where the tennis courts are now. 

Behind is the Estate Office with some viewers looking 

out of what are now the Snooker Club windows above 

(doubtless saving the 3d). Over  to the right are the 

costumed adults including a King and Queen. The Moor 

Pool Hall still has the original railings at the rear just 

visible under the striped awing. This area was later filled 

in with an extension to form the ‘Blue Room’ at the side 

of the hall. Between the Estate Office and the Hall, the 

gap where the steps up to the Circle are, is screened off, 

presumably to ensure only those with 3d had a good view. 

Harborne High Street held its own pageant with a colonial 

theme. Since then, we have had coronations in 1937 for 

George VI (Edward VIII abdicated before his could be 

held) and Elizabeth II in 1953. 

Moor Pool History & Preservation Society 

www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk 

The national minimum wage was introduced in 1999 at 
£3.60/hour for workers aged over 22. 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust  

Spring has arrived (we hope!).  It’s been great to see the 

blossom on the trees around the Estate, to see seasonal 

working start across many of our varied allotments and to 

note the resumption of sport across many of our outdoor 

facilities.   

The Hall 

Barbara Nomikos details the programme in the Hall 

through the week and it continues with its very full usage 

both on weekdays and weekends.  We have some very 

interesting new regular hirers such as ‘Bubbles Baby Spa’, 

‘Mini Athletics’ and the return after 3 years of Zumba.   

Our toilets and disabled access project in the Hall has 

been long in the making, straddling the lockdowns and 

recovery from Covid.  We are now moving ahead with the 

disabled ramp.  We are about to submit a paper to 

Birmingham City Council to discharge the planning 

permission conditions.  Then it is on to tenders for the 

construction.   

Alongside The Circle Tennis Club, we shall shortly be 

installing a defibrillator on the exterior wall of the Hall 

opposite the tennis courts.   

Carless Ecology Centre 

This is the area behind the Square and by the Builders’ 

Yard and Garages – accessed best along the track by 11 

Carless Avenue or the track by 8 Wentworth Gate.  It is 

intended for gardening and outdoor groups, offering 

raised beds, greenhouse and a cabin for indoor activity. 

Very big thanks to everyone who donated towards the 

crowdfunding campaign towards installing toilet facilities 

at the Carless Ecology Centre.  We reached our 

fundraising target of over £10,000 and have now received 

planning permission from the Council.  We will go ahead 

with projected finishing date of September. 

Justine Marklew outlines the extent of the activities at the 

Carless and this outdoor centre is really coming into its 

own.  Look out for notices of our Easter programme. 

Supporting the Trust: 

Fund Raising through on-line shopping 

easyfundraising  
Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you 
shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate (now 
including Amazon), so you can raise FREE donations for us 
no matter what you’re buying. These donations really help 
us out, so please sign up if you haven’t yet. You can get 
started at Moor Pool Heritage Trust Fundraising | 
Easyfundraising  or just search for Moor Pool Heritage 
Trust. 

Trees and other work 

The two stretches of fencing down on Park Edge as you 

look towards the pool and the bowling green have now 

been repaired.   

The annual programme of tree works will be underway 

very shortly.  These works are governed by the 

recommendations in the independent 5 yearly tree survey 

last commissioned in early 2022.  Tree Protection order 

consents have been received from Birmingham City 

Council.  Brian Richards will be carrying out the work on 

our behalf.   

 

We will all be looking forward to our Coronation events, 

not so far away now.  Justine has events lined up over 

Easter for children and then the Moor Pool Residents’ 

Association hosts the celebratory lunch on May 7th.   

I, my fellow Trustees and Barbara Nomikos are always 

delighted to answer questions or look at suggestions.  Do 

get in touch – I’m on simon56.stirling@gmail.com or 

07757 790539. 

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust 

http://www.moorpool.com
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2
mailto:simon56.stirling@gmail.com
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Update on Hall Activities from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager 

On this month in history… Springing into some history 

to start of my Spring piece for the Duck! Moor Pool Hall 

has historically been very busy with activities this time of 

year from theatre to dancing and shows! Did you know 

that in March 1920 an Operatta was performed by school 

children at Moor Pool Hall! A performance of  ‘Lucky 

Dip’ at Moor Pool Hall in March 1934 was performed by 

the Wentworth Players (an amateur dramatic society with 

all members from Harborne),  and ‘An Inspector Calls’ 47 

years later performed by the Moor Pool Players! Summer 

dances started every Saturday at the hall in 1939 and into 

the 1940’s including ‘A Ballroom in a Garden’ in April 

1939 featuring the ‘New Astorians Band’.  

A very influential man was born on this month 155 years 

ago - social visionary Henry Vivian born on 20th April 

1868- he was instrumental in the building of Moor Pool 

Estate, founding the Co-Partnership Tenants Ltd for the 

building of garden suburbs like the Harborne Tenants Ltd 

and encouraged the inclusion of clubs and sporting 

facilities for the community to be involved in together. 

Henry Vivian was present at the cutting of the first sod at 

Moor Pool and opened the first house that was built.  

Keep an eye out for more features on Moor Pool history 

on upcoming blogs on our newly updated Website – huge 

thanks to Angela Yates for her photography, which you 

may remember from Moor Pool Colours a few years back.  

And speaking of history, it is that time of year when we 

start planning for the Moor Pool Heritage Festival 

celebrating the heritage, clubs and activities past and 

present across the Moor Pool Estate! This year the festival 

will take place on Sunday 10th September  and the theme 

for Heritage Open Days this time is ‘Creativity 

Unwrapped’ celebrating the creativity of experts and 

enthusiasts who add something to daily lives at Moor 

Pool! We have started planning this year’s events and 

look forward to an exciting day to celebrate Moor Pool’s 

heritage. 

Events at Moor Pool Hall 

As we head into the Easter holidays we are pleased to see 

so many new events and groups starting at the hall, - a 

welcome addition to the already busy schedule at the hall! 

Traintime stay and play sessions are now regularly held 

in the Main Hall and book up very quicky- for little ones 

who love trains the next one is Sunday 30th April 10.30-

11.30 and 12.00-13.00 (these can be booked at 

www.traintimeuk.co.uk )  

Harborne Handmade held the first of their seasonal 

markets on Mother’s Day at Moor Pool Hall and we look 

forward to the next one coming up on Sunday 4th June. 

Find out more at https://claregetscrafty.wordpress.com  

We are excited to announce a number of new groups 

coming to Moor Pool Hall! First for the youngest we have 

Bubble Baby Spa & Massage starting Wednesdays in the 

Lower Hall from 12th April. For toddlers to pre-schoolers 

who love run and jump we have Mini Athletics starting 

on Monday afternoons in the Main Hall and finally if you 

would like to get fit and dance we have Zumba starting in 

the Main Hall on Wednesday evenings! 

ADULT CLASSES:  

Pilates: (Monday ****new time**** 18.00 & 

Wednesday 15.30) contact Nicola www.nt-pt.co.uk 

07935927685  

Jen’s Line Dancing: (Monday & Wednesday) Contact 

Jen on 07486 511146 

Rifle Club (Monday and Wednesday evening 19.30 – 

Lower Hall 

Yoga: (Monday 19.30) Contact Amy on 07554 654007 

www.myyoga.tips 

Harborne Village Women’s Institute: (2nd Tuesday of 

the month) 

Keep Dancing (Tuesday 13.30) over 50’s dance contact 

Faye www.xpress-yourself.co.uk  

Female Fitness Matters: Pregnancy and Post Natal 

fitness (Wednesday) Contact Kerry  

www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk  

Zumba:****NEW**** starting 17th May (Wednesday 

19.15) Zumba for all ages and fitness abilities. Shake your 

tail feather fit! 1 hour £6 Contact 

info@debsvirtualclasses.com or 07368839429  

Yoga: (Thursday 19.30) Contact Abi on 07866481954 

abi@yogahart.co.uk  

Senior Ladies Keep Fit (Thursday 14.00) contact Shirley 

07530244417 (Term-time only) 

Capoeira (Saturday 10am ) Brazilian dance contact 

Mathew at cenoura@hotmail.co.uk 

CHILDREN’S CLASSES: 

Mini Athletics: ****NEW***starting 24th April. At 

Mini Athletics we take what children love to do the most 

(running super fast, jumping high and throwing far) and 

mix it with imaginative themes, learning to follow 

instructions, making friends and developing gross motor 

skills. It magical combination of imaginative play, sport 

and burning energy! 

Classes for walking to 5 years https://

www.miniathletics.com/mini-athletics-south-

birmingham-summary/  

Contact:  Rachel southbirmingham@miniathletics.com 

07545299026 

Capoeira for Kids: Capoeira is an art form from Brazil 

that mixes elements of martial arts, dance, acrobatics and 

music and there are benefits for children both in physical 

body and mind.  Contact Samual 07812991769 

info.cdob@gmail.com or book a free trial at https://

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/trial-capoeira-classes-for-children

-harborne-tickets-517650264877  

(Continued on page 9) 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.traintimeuk.co.uk
https://claregetscrafty.wordpress.com
http://www.nt-pt.co.uk
http://www.myyoga.tips/
http://www.xpress-yourself.co.uk
http://www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk/
mailto:info@debsvirtualclasses.com
mailto:abi@yogahart.co.uk
mailto:cenoura@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.miniathletics.com/mini-athletics-south-birmingham-summary/
https://www.miniathletics.com/mini-athletics-south-birmingham-summary/
https://www.miniathletics.com/mini-athletics-south-birmingham-summary/
mailto:southbirmingham@miniathletics.com
mailto:info.cdob@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/trial-capoeira-classes-for-children-harborne-tickets-517650264877
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/trial-capoeira-classes-for-children-harborne-tickets-517650264877
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/trial-capoeira-classes-for-children-harborne-tickets-517650264877
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THE GREEN GARDENTHE GREEN GARDENTHE GREEN GARDEN   
Company 

Our aim is to be as green as your garden 

All aspects of garden maintenance/tree surgery/
landscaping/fencing/hedge trimming/mowing/

weeding/rotovating ponds. All waste fully recycled. 

Call Simon for a free quotation 
07928 677594 or e-mail 

greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com 

Discounted service available. 

Enhanced CRB available for your peace of mind. 

Bilingua-Sing: French & Spanish children singing 

(Monday & Tuesday) https:/bilinguasing.com/

birmingham_south  lucy@bilinguasing.com 07539863024 

(Term-time only) 

Little Kickers: Football for under 7 years olds. Toddler 

sessions (Tuesday am) Pre-school and after-school 

sessions (Tuesday pm) Call 07545236917 

email: westmidlands@littlekickers.co.uk 

Baby Bubble Spa & Massage ****NEW*** starting 

12th April (Wednesdays all day) Lower Hall. Unique spa 

and baby massage experience, includes a whirlpool spa 

baby bath, wind down massage and cute spa photo 

session. www.bubblebabies.co.uk Contact 

hello@bubblebabies.co.uk  

Baby Glowbugs: (Thursday) https://

www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/ (term-time only) 

One Day Theatre (Monday & Thursday after school ) 5-

14 year old performing arts please 

email hello@onedaytheatre.org or call 07792811562 

(Term-time only) 

Baby Ballet: (Thursday am) www.babyballet.co.uk   

(Term-time only) 

Rhythm-Time (Friday): Music classes for babies to pre-

schoolers 0121 447 7632 www.rhythmtime.net (Term 

time only) 

Mezzo Dance: commercial and ballet classes for children 

and young adults. (Friday after school) https://

www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/  

Moor Pool Toddler Group Stay and Play (Friday 10.00

-11.30) drop in £3.50 

Wishing everybody a Happy Easter! 

Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)    

manager@moorpoolhall.com  

Hall Office: 0121 426 2908  

www.moorpoolhall.com  

(Continued from page 8) Did You Know? 

 There were 19.1 million economically inactive adults 
(aged over 16) in England and Wales on census day 2021, 
equivalent to 39.4% of the adult population. That is up 
from 36.7% in 2011. 

 The UK economy lost 2.5 million working days to strikes 
last year, the highest since 1989 when 4.1 million 
working days were lost  

 The AA warned that at peak times, it can cost more to 
charge the vehicles than it does to fill up a petrol car. 
Owing to rising energy prices, it now costs 16.18 pence a 
mile to power a small electric car, compared to 14.45 
pence for a petrol equivalent. These figures apply to slow 
chargers; the rapid ones favoured by drivers on long 
journeys cost even more than that.  

 Liz Truss’s ill-fated mini-budget cost the country £30bn, 
said the independent Resolution Foundation.  

 The UK Government has spent an estimated £376bn on 
the Covid pandemic – the equivalent of £5,492 for every 
man, woman and child.  

 The 500 wealthiest people in the world have lost a 
combined $1.4trn in 2022 as global financial markets 
buckle under the weight of higher interest rates and 
inflation. Some of the biggest loses include Tesla’s Elon 
Musk (down $73.2bn to $197bn); Amazon’s Jeff Bezos 
(down $65.3bn to $127bn); Meta’s Mark Zuckerberg 
(down $64.4bn to $61bn).  

http://www.moorpool.com
http://bilinguasing.com/birmingham_south
http://bilinguasing.com/birmingham_south
mailto:lucy@bilinguasing.com
mailto:westmidlands@littlekickers.co.uk
http://www.bubblebabies.co.uk
mailto:hello@bubblebabies.co.uk
https://www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/
https://www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/
mailto:hello@onedaytheatre.org
http://www.babyballet.co.uk
http://www.rhythmtime.net
https://www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/
https://www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/
mailto:manager@moorpoolhall.com
http://www.moorpoolhall.com
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Education Update from Justine Marklew, Education, Engagement and Outdoors Officer 

Answers to April Crossword 

The nights are lighter, the sun’s out, daffodils are 

everywhere and the tree blossom is starting to bloom, 

which means only one thing – Spring has sprung!  But we  

have already sprung into action and spruced up the Carless 

Eco Centre with a collective spring clean by trustees, local 

community, children, Duke of Edinburgh and NextGen 

volunteers, our new gardening group, Street Watch and 

even the local police came to help. By the time we had 

finished the Eco Centre looked like it had been sprinkled 

with fairy dust and the two new mud kitchens add another 

fun aspect to enjoy.   

We welcomed back students and staff from Victoria 

College as well as starting our gardening group. Both 

groups have been busy sowing vegetables, fruit, herbs and 

edible flowers. The gardening group is not just about 

gardening, the Eco Centre and allotment is a tranquil place 

to meet and chat and we encourage anyone to join us on 

Wednesday mornings from 10am onwards, to combat 

isolation and loneliness or join a friendly group that 

welcomes everyone.  As the weather gets warmer we may 

even begin a knitting/crocheting group so if you are handy 

with knitting needles, please don’t hold back, come and 

share your skills with us!  

We are making a Moor Pool time capsule and we would 

like your help. If you have any artefacts that you would 

like to donate, any Moor Pool memories you would like to 

write to add to the time capsule we would be happy to 

receive them. In the summer we will be burying the time 

capsule at a secret location. What’s amazing is how much 

the world has change since Moor Pool was built, so 

imagine the amazement in another 100 years or so when 

our time capsule is found, it will be a brilliant piece of 

history – no doubt welcome by any museum of the future 

as the gasp in wonder at way back then when there were 

no flying cars, no robot home help, package holidays to 

Mars! 

Our first Lego session since last year was a great success 

with 80 children and adults blowing our mind with their 

block building bonanza!  

During Easter Holidays activities we will be hosting a 

community bunting event, decorating bunting together, for 

the #TheKingsBunting to celebrate the Coronation by 

request of the King no less. All ages welcome from three – 

103! With a Royal themed fancy dress competition with 

prizes for the most imaginative and outfits on the day too, 

don’t miss it, it will be a lot of fun. (Lower Hall, 12.30 – 

2.30pm on 05/04/2023) 

We will be hosting another great Lego-A-Thon where it 

really is hip to be square! Join us for that at the (Main 

Hall from 10am – 12pm on Thursday 13th of April) all 

ages welcome. 

There will be a children’s poetry book launch by 

children’s poet and author, Mandy Ross, launching her, 

‘Tree Whisperer’s,’ book at the Carless Eco Centre where 

we will be enjoying the book, walking around Moor Pools 

green spaces together and looking and listening to trees. 

Coming back to the Eco Centre where we will be making 

mini books with Mandy. The event is for children aged 6-

11 and its perfect fun for school holidays, parents please 

accompany your children and please bring cash if you 

would like to buy the book, (14/04/2023 from 11 – 

12.30pm at the Carless Eco Centre)  

Our heritage talks program is also complete with John 

Gale, Blue Plaque designer from Birmingham Civic 

Society, Ruth Lowe, expert on Mary Quant, Denis Chick 

from Wythall Transport Museum,  Josie Wall, Key Hill 

Cemetery and Irene De Boo on Louise Louisa Ryland and 

Cannon Hill Park. Watch local notices and social media 

for dates. 

After much hard work from trustees and volunteers there 

has been a huge reorganization of our archived clothes 

collection and we have discovered an eclectic collection 

of vintage and retro pieces. Which only means one thing - 

Vinted! We will be sharing the link to our Vinted account 

via our social media channels, please have a browse, there 

really is something for everyone – even AM DRAM 

groups will find many interesting items there!  

If you are interested in getting involved with any of the 

above, volunteering with us as an individual, group or 

organization or business or a school wanting to book onto 

one of our educational sessions, we have a and varied 

educational program and many green spaces that need 

maintenance and care.  Everyone is welcomed by a warm 

and progressive team,  where the tea pot and biscuit tin are 

always full  and where we love a good old natter! Please 

email educagtion@moorpoolhall.com to express your 

interest in any of the above - Thank you.  

Across: 1) paean, 4) defects, 8) international, 9) tea-boy, 11) alarms, 12 welly, 13) rare, 14) over, 16) broom, 18) clip on, 19) warren, 21) brainstorming, 22) daystar, 23) Wells 

Down: 1) painter, 20 extraordinary, 3) narrow, 4) dear, 5) fairly, 6) controversial, 7) salts, 10 yearn, 11) allow, 15) reneges, 16) bonnet, 17 marrow, 18 cubes, 20) stir 

http://www.moorpool.com
mailto:educagtion@moorpoolhall.com
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James Ernest 

Optometry 

Harborne’s best kept secret 

 

Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00 

Our Services 

Comprehensive eye examination 

Contact lens specialist 

Dry eye clinics 

Evening Appointments 

Spectacle re-glazing service 

0121 448 6606 

jeoptometry@gmail.com  

www.jamesernestoptometry.com 

26 The Circle, 

Harborne, 

Birmingham B17 9DY 

http://www.moorpool.com
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April 

C R O S S W O R D  

by  Artemonas 

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association  
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association 

Name   

Address   

Postcode Phone  

 e-mail  

The annual subscription of £5 per household (increasing to £8 in 2024) and renews on January 1st each year. We encourage payment 
by standing order or electronic transfer to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account number 03808193. Please 
also return this form to the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue or by e-mail to info@moorpool.com. We do, 
of course, also accept cash or cheques. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.  

Reference if paying by 
electronic transfer: 

Across 

1) An ape revolts at Songs of Praise (5) 

4) Deserts the failures? (7) 

8) Student at Holy Island learning of many nations 
(13) 

9) Drink of young man who's office junior (3-3) 

11) Scares in the early morning? (6) 

12) Hit the boot hard? (5) 

13) Unusually cooked (4) 

14) Finished 6 balls (4) 

16) Little brother's award for cleaning (5) 

18) No need for piercing with these adornments (4,2) 

19) Warn soldier inside for rabbits (6) 

21) searching for new ideas in boring trams (13) 

22) Tuesday starts partly with the sun (6) 

23) They have the water in Somerset (5) 

Down 

1) Degas for example, has bow rope (7) 

2) Additional, not special, is surprising (13) 

3) Constricted northern weapon (6) 

4) Hear the animal is much loved (4) 

5) Mythical being took the student in reasonably 
enough (6) 

6) Clover rations somehow disputatious (13) 

7) Seasoning for sailors (5) 

10) Long for a time on Nautilus (5) 

11) Permit some, not all owners in (5) 

15) Abandons the geese somehow with the navy (7) 

16) Good French time ready for Easter (6) 

17) The vegetable has got in the bones (6) 

18) Cut up to the power of three (5) 

20) Move around in prison (4) 

1   2   3   4   5   6   7 

                          

8                         

                          

9         10   11           

        12                 

13                 14     15 

        16       17         

18             19           

            20             

21                         

                          

22               23         

Sudoku 

http://www.moorpool.com

